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1.Issue – Healthcare 

2.Background on Issue (including links to relevant data) –  I will list some of the issues that 
are important healthcare issues in Florida: 

A. Medicaid – Florida has not expanded Medicaid and now is becoming entrenched in 
this position with consolidation of GOP control of the Florida legislature. There are 
many sub issues regarding Medicaid.  Some of these issues can and will have 
serious impacts for people (and family members) that are dependent of these 
healthcare services.  These issues include changes in managed care provision of 
care for people with HIV/AIDS and the changes to the Children’s Medical Services 
(CMS).  CMS is a joint effort by the Florida Department of Health and the Agency 
for Healthcare Administration (AHCA – managed Medicaid) which provides medical 
services to children with severe physical and mental care issues in either Medicaid 
or Kidcare (up to 200% of poverty level).  

B. Long Term Care Issues – There are many issues regarding services being 
provided to individuals in nursing homes, assisted living facilities and receiving in 
home care either through Medicaid or private pay.  Ex. The issue about requiring 
generators at all nursing homes and ALFs which seems to have evaporated at Rick 
Scott vacated Tallahassee. 

C. Hospital Rules and Regulations – How hospitals are regulated has far reaching 
consequences for all Floridians.  So far Florida seems to serve the interests of the 
for-profit hospital industry at the expense of the not-for-profit sector. This has long 
term, far reaching consequences for everyone in Florida. 

D. Physician and Ancillary Services – regulation and control of physicians, medical 
personnel and ancillary services is critical to the overall health of Floridians. 

E. Public Health – Funding, regulation and control of public health issues in critical to 
the State of Florida.  Recent GOP administrations have not been kind to public 
health in Florida.  Public health issues include many things like control of drinking 
water quality, environmental health, insect born illnesses, infectious disease 
identification and tracking, vaccinations and work on sexually transmitted diseases.    

F. Medical Marijuana – A huge issue in Florida right now.  However, the amount of 
attention is related to the fact that people see this as a potential large money 
generator.  Not sure this mania is in the best interest of the consumer in Florida. 

G. Pharmaceutical Pricing – This is huge.  Pharmaceutical prices are driving the rate 
of healthcare inflation in the U.S. and in Florida.  In the absence of efforts at the 
Federal level to control pharmaceutical costs some states are starting to 
experiment with ways to lower pharmaceutical costs at the state level. 

H. Women’s Reproductive Health. 
I. Publicly funded Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. 

It is hard to develop a comprehensive view of all legislation that impacts healthcare in Florida 
because it is so broad.  Therefore, certain legislation will come into focus as either being 
progressive or dangerous during the legislative session.  Healthcare policy in Florida is strongly 



impacted by national healthcare policy.  So, you cannot look at Florida in a vacuum.  Here are 
some of my go to places to learn about healthcare policy in the U.S. and in Florida: 
https://www.kff.org/      https://www.healthyfla.org/   https://health.wusf.usf.edu   
https://www.fpi.institute/     
https://www.floridadems.org/our-values/health-care 
https://www.floridadems.org/resolutions/resolution-supporting-health-care-as-a-human-right 

Here are few important things that are happening with regards to healthcare in Florida: 

A. New Agency for Healthcare Administration Administrator, Mary Mayhew, appointed by 
Gov. DeSantis.  Mayhew was a controversial figure in Maine and at the federal level, 
advocating against Medicaid expansion.  This does not bode well for Medicaid expansion 
in Florida:  https://www.orlandosentinel.com/health/os-ne-ahca-mary-mayhew-20190104-
story.html 

B. Children’s Health Services (CMS) is being transitioned to managed care under HMO, 
Wellcare.  These are some of the most vulnerable children in the State of Florida because 
they have extreme medical needs. Problems with this implementation are starting to 
emerge.  Most notably with children on CMS in foster care.   Other issues may emerge at 
the implementation of this new funding program develops.  http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/
post/wellcare-tapped-cms-contract 

C. Incoming House Speaker Jose Oliva is advocating for increased competition as a method 
to improve healthcare in Florida.  Some healthcare economists seriously question this as 
a positive way forward.  https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-
politics/article225281645.html 

3.Florida Democratic Party General Position – Democrats believe healthcare is a human 
right. Everyone should have the security that comes with good healthcare and no one 
should go broke because they get sick. Republican efforts to dismantle the ACA have 
driven up the cost of premiums and resulted in many middle and low-income Floridians 
to losing their coverage. Florida Democrats are committed to fixing the ACA, bringing 
premiums down, expanding Medicaid for the nearly 800,000 Floridians who have been 
locked out of the system, protecting coverage for people with pre-existing conditions 
and lowering the cost of prescription drugs.  (Citation:  Statement on the Florida 
Democratic Party website on 2/16/19) 

4.Proposed Legislation (Support)- 

A. SB 366, HB 171 – State Needle Exchange 
B. SJR 284 – Medicaid Expansion 
C. SB 356, HB 245 – School Health Immunizations 
D. HB 79 – HIV Prevention Act 
E. SB 98, HB 133 – Emergency Medical Air Transportation Services 
F. HB 531 – Insurance Coverage for Hearing Aids for Children 
G. SB 332, HB 49 – Women’s Healthcare – Incarcerated Women 
H. HB 361 – Mental Health – Admission to Mental Health Facilities 
I. HB 519 – Maternal Mortality Prevention Task Force 
J. HB 227 – (Healthcare Reproductive Rights) FACE Act 
K. SB 410, HB 579 - Long-acting Reversible Contraception Pilot Program 
L. SB 154, HB 461 - Medical Marijuana Retail Facilities 
M. SB 156, HB 463 – (Marijuana) State Taxes or Fees 

  
5. Proposed Legislative (Oppose): 

A. HB 235 -  Heartbeat Abortion Ban
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