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Overview 

Has served in House since 2014 

Presently, member of: 

• Government Operations Appropriations Subcommittee 

• Health & Human Services Committee 

• Health Innovation Subcommittee 

• Health Quality Subcomittee 

• K-12 Subcomittee 

• Member Appropriations Committee 

• Select Committee on Affordable Healthcare Access 

On Issues 

Gun Safety 
Chris Sprowls (R) OPPOSES GUN SAFETY  

In 2018, six days after the Parkland shooting, House Republicans rejected a motion 

by Democrats to debate an assault weapons ban. Like all other Republicans 

present, the Pinellas Republicans voted NO on the Democrats’ motion 

Chris Sprowls (R) VOTED NO   

In August of 2019, after the mass shootings in El Paso, TX and Dayton, OH, 

Democrats forced a vote on whether or not to convene a special session so the 

legislature could consider background checks for all firearm sales, bans on 

largecapacity magazines, and other mechanisms to address gun violence. The 

effort failed. 

Chris Sprowls (R) VOTED NO  

STAND YOUR GROUND 2017 SB 128  

Shifts burden of proof in “stand your ground” cases from shooter to party trying to 

overcome immunity defense.  
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VOTED YES- Chris Sprowls  

2019 SB 7030 ARMING TEACHERS  

VOTED YES - Chris Sprowls (R)  

2018 SB 7026 Arming School Personnel Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 

Public Safety Act  

Created a “guardian” program that allows school personnel to be armed  

Chris Sprowls (R) VOTED YES  

Affordable Comprehensive Healthcare 

In 2014, incumbent State Representative Carl Zimmermann, a Democrat, ran for 

re-election in the 65th District, so Sprowls ran against him. He campaigned on his 

opposition to Medicaid expansion provided for under the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act,[5] his support for charter schools and accountability for them, 

and his pro-life positions.[6] Ultimately, owing to the tendency of the district to 

vote for Republican candidates,[7] Sprowls unseated Zimmermann, winning his 

first term in the legislature with 52% of the vote. 

Since then… 

Report attributes nearly 2,800 premature deaths of low-income seniors to FL 

decision not to expand Medicaid – By Lloyd Dunkelberger,  November 14, 2019 

Wikimedia Commons photo 

More low-income seniors may be dying in Florida because of the state’s refusal to 

expand Medicaid under the federal Affordable Care Act, a new study shows. 

A report from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) shows that 2,776 

low-income seniors in Florida may have died prematurely between 2014 and 2017 

because of the lack of health-care coverage. 

Florida had the second-highest premature death rate among the states that have not 

expanded Medicaid, the state-federal health care program for the poor and 

disabled, the report shows. Texas had the most premature deaths at 2,920. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Zimmermann_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicaid_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient_Protection_and_Affordable_Care_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient_Protection_and_Affordable_Care_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Sprowls#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Sprowls#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Sprowls#cite_note-7
https://www.floridaphoenix.com/author/lloyd-dunkelberger/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/medicaid-expansion-has-saved-at-least-19000-lives-new-research-finds
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Nationally, the report estimates 15,600 adults between the ages of 55 and 64 may 

have died prematurely between 2014 and 2017 because of the lack of health care 

coverage in the states that did not expand Medicaid. 

Florida and Texas are among the 17 states that have either not expanded Medicaid 

under the federal health-care law or have voted to expand the program but have not 

yet implemented it. 

Conversely, the report estimates 19,200 low-income seniors may have avoided a 

premature death in the 33 states that expanded Medicaid. 

The CBPP report is based on the work of researchers at the University of 

Michigan, the National Institutes of Health, the U.S. Census Bureau and the 

University of California Los Angeles. 

The report notes the research is “consistent with a large body of research that has 

already documented that Medicaid expansion improves access to care and health 

outcomes.” 

“For example, research shows that Medicaid expansion increased the share of low-

income adults using medications to control chronic conditions like heart disease 

and diabetes,” the report said. “The new study finds particularly clear evidence of a 

drop in mortality from conditions like these, which are amenable to medication and 

other treatment.” 

Democrats in the Florida Legislature support expanding Medicaid in Florida. But 

the Republican leadership in the Legislature and Gov. Ron DeSantis remain 

opposed, meaning it is not likely to happen in the 2020 session that begins in 

January. 

“This new evidence that thousands of lives are at stake should give states that have 

not yet expanded Medicaid one more reason to do so,” the report said. “On top of 

https://www.nber.org/papers/w26081
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the already well-documented gains in access to care and financial security, the new 

study shows that gaining Medicaid coverage is literally a matter of life and death, 

particularly for people with serious health needs.” 

2020 Legislative update 
His performance during the 2020 Legislative session earned him a grade of 43% 

and an F rating on the People First Report Card issued by Progress Florida.  

www.floridareportcard.com  

Voted in favor of Unaccountable Voucher Schools 

CS/HB 7067 / SB 1220 

Diverting millions more in tax dollars to unaccountable private voucher schools, 

and allowing taxpayer supported private schools to discriminate, is bad public 

policy that harms students. It’s particularly bad policy when public school teachers 

are already reaching into their own pockets for everything from art supplies to 

hand soap. 

Voted in favor of Growth Mismanagement Bill 

SB 410 

This bill undermines the authority of most county governments to manage growth 

within their borders, threatening residents with negative impacts to the 

environment, quality of life, property values and tax bills. The bill strips away the 

ability of county governments to ensure rural spaces aren’t overrun by 

development, even if voters have explicitly voiced their support for conservation. 

This bill is a costly handout to big developers at the expense of our natural areas. 

Voted to prevent local communities from banning Dangerous Chemicals 

HB 113 / SB 172 

Year after year, the leadership of the Florida Legislature takes more and more 

control away from local communities. This year a bill was rushed through because 

Key West banned the sale of sunscreens containing chemicals harmful to coral 

reefs, a vital part of our coastal ecosystem and economy.  

 

http://www.floridareportcard.com/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/7067
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/410
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/172
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VOTED AGAINST THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA 

Pinellas Republicans voted YES to make it harder to get amendments on the ballot, 

while Pinellas Democrats voted NO.  

Chris Sprowls (R) VOTED YES 

Talking Points 
 

HEALTHCARE: Voted to allow insurance companies to charge more to people 

with pre-existing conditions if Obamacare is repealed or overturned.   Pre-existing 

conditions include heart disease, diabetes, obesity, cancer, pregnancy, depression, 

and many other health issues. 

 

ENVIRONMENT: According to Sierra Club Florida, he “actively worked against 

the environment” when he voted contrary to their recommendations on every 

environmental bill detailed in their Legislative Scorecards for 2019 and 2020.  

 

GUN SAFETY:He has voted to allow teachers to be armed, for open carry of 

firearms, and to allow firearms on college campuses. He opposes a ban on assault 

weapons and in 2019, he voted against a special session to consider universal 

background checks and other measures to address gun violence 
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