
2019 Florida Legislative Session - OTHER 

Update on May 9, 2019 

Agriculture  

HEMP (PASSED): Authorizes the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to administer a state 
hemp program and sets up rulemaking and a board of experts to develop the system.(SB 1020) 

Budget  

BUDGET (PASSED): Sets aside $91.1 billion for spending on education, health care, transportation, 
corrections, safety-net programs and other expenses. Includes an increase of $243 in per-pupil 
education spending. Keeps the state-funded tourism agency Visit Florida running through 2020 with $50 
million for the next fiscal year. Shifts reimbursement funding to hospitals for Medicaid cases, but 
without dramatic reductions to hospitals that take the most uninsured and under-insured patients. Sets 
aside $500,000 for a permanent memorial in honor of the 49 victims of the 2016 Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando. (SB 2500) 

Corrections DRONES, GUARD AGES (PASSED): Prohibits flying drones near detention centers while 
lowering the minimum ages of guards from 19 to 18. (HB 7057) 

WOMEN INMATES (PASSED): Requires correctional facilities to provide incarcerated women with 
certain health care products, subject to certain requirements; providing requirements for male 
correctional facility employees in certain circumstances; requiring documentation of certain incidents 
involving male correctional facility employees. (HB 49)  Passed unanimously in both houses 

Criminal justice 

CHILD-LIKE SEX DOLLS (PASSED): Criminalizes the possession and/or sale of sex dolls that resemble 
children. (B 160) 

FELONY THEFT THRESHOLD (PASSED): Increases the amount of a theft that it would take to be charged 
with a felony from $300 to $750, the first time it has been raised since 1986. It also eliminates or 
reduces driver’s license suspensions as a criminal penalty (HB 7125) 

POLICE DOGS, HORSES: (SIGNED): Increases penalties for people who injure or kill dogs or horses that 
work with first responders, upping potential prison time from five to 15 years. (SB 96) 

Elections and campaigns AMENDMENT 4 (PASSED): Requires felons to pay restitution, fine and fees 
before they can register to vote after the passage of last year’s Amendment 4 ballot measure. (HB 
7089 / SB 7086 / SB 7066, amended)  Vote in House split down Party lines. Same in Senate 

BUNDLING (FAILED): Prohits the Constitutional Revision Commission from bundling multiple topics onto 
a constitutional amendment proposal. (SJR 74 / HB 53) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE (FAILED): Prohibits Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or member of Cabinet from 
soliciting or accepting contributions during regular, extended, or special legislative session; provides 
penalties. (HB 55 / SB 396) 



Ethics 

BLIND TRUST (PASSED): Prohibits public officials from placing their assets in blind trusts. (SB 702) 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST (FAILED): Prohibiting a state public officer from voting in an official capacity on 
any measure that he or she knows would inure to the special private gain or loss of certain principles, 
parent organizations or subsidiaries of a corporate principal, relatives, or business associates of the 
officer; revising disclosure requirements applicable to state public officers in the event of a voting 
conflict, etc. (SB 1008) 

Gambling 

LOTTERY (PASSED): Requires vendors of lottery tickets to prominently display a warning that the lottery 
is addictive on all tickets and that the Lottery Department put the same warning on ads and promotions. 
(HB 629) 

Governance 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING (PASSED): Limit the ability of local governments to set ceilings for rents or home 
sale price. (HB 7103) 

CONSTITUTION REVISION COMMISSION (FAILED): Eliminates Florida’s Constitution Revision 
Commission, a panel that meets every 20 years to place constitutional amendments on the ballot. (HJR 
249 / HB 251 / SJR 362) 

SCOOTERS (PASSED): Limits how local jurisdictions can regulate motorized scooter sharing services by 
establishing instead a statewide framework that would regulate the system. (HB 453) 

TOBACCO (FAILED): Prohibits local governments to regulate tobacco or its use, such as the raising of the 
age limit from 18 to 21. (HB 1299 / SB 588) 

VEGETABLE GARDENS (PASSED): Prevents local governments from regulating residential vegetable 
gardens. (SB 82) 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS (PASSED): Increases the number of votes required to approve a 
constitutional amendment from 60 percent to 66 and two-thirds percent. (HJR 57 / SJR 232 / HB 5, 
amended)   

PETITION DRIVES (PASSED): Requires citizen-led attempts to change the constitution to use only Florida 
residents on petition drives and to register with the Florida Secretary of State, which would prevent the 
involvement of out-of-state firms in petition drives. (SB 7096 / HB 7111) 

PUBLIC FINANCING (FAILED): Repeals public campaign financing in Florida. (HJR 613 / SJR 270) 

UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS (FAILED): Requires that each county supervisor of elections enters into 
an agreement with the clerk of the circuit court to receive, on a monthly basis, a list of potential jurors 
who have identified themselves as undocumented immigrants. (HB 131 / SB 230) 



VOTER RECORDS (PASSED): Creates a public records exemption for information related to a voter 
registration applicant’s or voter’s prior felony conviction and for information on preregistered voter 
registration applicants who are 16 or 17 years old. (HB 281) 

Human rights 

DISCRIMINATION (FAILED): Provides that sexual orientation and gender identity are impermissible 
grounds for discrimination in public lodging establishments and public food service establishments; 
revises provisions of Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 and Fair Housing Act to include sexual orientation 
and gender identity; provides exception for constitutionally protected free exercise of religion. (HB 
485 / SB 430) 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING (PASSED): Requires police, hotel employees and massage parlor workers to get 
training in how to look for signs of human trafficking. (HB 851) 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT (FAILED): Requires Florida Commission on Human Relations to create & publish 
model sexual harassment prevention policy & model sexual harassment prevention training program; 
requires employers to use model policy & program. (HB 417 / SB 1580) 

Hurricanes 

AID AND TASK FORCE (FAILED): Pumps $315 million into helping the Panhandle after Hurricane Michael. 
Establishes a task force to consider changes to local, state and federal response policy. (SB 1610) 

PETS (FAILED): Imposes a year in jail or up to a $5,000 fine for people who leave their pets restrained 
outside or unattended during a hurricane or another natural or manmade disaster. (HB 379 / SB 1738) 

Immigration 

SANCTUARY CITIES (PASSED): Prohibits local governments from not cooperating with federal officials, 
which would require local law enforcement to hold undocumented workers at least 48 hours past their 
detainer sentences while awaiting federal authorities to pick them up for deportation. Gives the Florida 
attorney general the power to pursue civil action against governments that don’t cooperate. (SB 168) 
Passed both houses along party lines. 

Insurance 

ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS (PASSED): Limits attorneys fees in disputes over assignment of benefits 
between insurance companies and contractors and authorizes policies that aren’t subject to assignment 
of benefits. (HB 7065) 

GENETIC TESTING (FAILED): Restricts insurance companies from using genetic testing information in 
selling policies or setting rates. (HB 879 / SB 258) 

PERSONAL INJURY PROTECTION (FAILED): Eliminates Florida’s no-fault auto insurance system, where 
drivers are required to carry personal injury protection coverage to help pay medical bills after 
accidents. (HB 733 / SB 1052). 

Marijuana 



LOW THC (FAILED): Caps at 10 percent the amount of tetrahydrocannabinol, the naturally occurring 
element in marijuana that produces a high. (HB 7117) 

RECREATIONAL POT (FAILED): Makes recreational marijuana legal (HB 1117 / SB 1780) 

SMOKING (SIGNED): Repeals a ban on smokable medical marijuana. (HB 7015/ SB 182) 

Public records 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES (SIGNED): Expands exemption for employees who work for law 
enforcement, which previously only kept private the addresses of officers. Expansion includes 
exempting the addresses of civilians who work at law enforcement agencies, too. (SB 248) 

MASS SHOOTINGS (PASSED): Would prohibit the disclosure of photos, video or recordings that capture 
a mass shooting. (SB 186) 

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS (FAILED): Exempts the names of candidates applying to be college or 
university presidents from public records requirements. The names of finalists would be made public at 
least 30 days before a final vote, but names of those not chosen would never be revealed. (HB 7115) 

Smoking and vaping 

NICOTINE (FAILED): Requires businesses that sell nicotine products to obtain licenses as tobacco 
dealers. (HB 1125 / SB 1046) 

SMOKING AGE (FAILED): Raises the minimum age to smoke tobacco or any electronic device in Florida 
from 18 to 21. Also prohibits local governments from dealing with the age to purchase tobacco or vaping 
products. (HB 1041 / SB 1618) 

VAPING (SIGNED): Implements constitutional amendment that banned vaping in indoor workplaces. 
(SPB 7012) 

Taxes 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SALES TAX (PASSED): Exempts sales taxes on clothes costing $60 or less, school 
supplies costing $15 or less, and personal computers costing $1,000 or less from Aug. 2 to Aug. 6. (HB 
7123) 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS (PASSED): Offers seven-day sales tax breaks, from May 31 through June 6, for 
items related to hurricane preparation. (HB 7123) 

COMMERCIAL LEASES (PASSED): Reduces the sales tax on commercial leases from 5.7 percent to 5.5 
percent. (HB 7123) 

HURRICANE MICHAEL EXPENSES (PASSED): Refund for taxes paid on fuel for agricultural shipments and 
debris removal between Oct. 10, 2018 and June 30, 2019 in Bay, Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden,Gulf, 
Holmes, Jackson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa, Wakulla, Walton and, Washington counties. Farmers could get 
refunds for repairs to buildings damaged by the storm. (HB 7123) 



LOCAL TAX REFERENDUM (PASSED): Makes it harder for local governments to pass increases of sales 
tax via local referendum by requiring a two-thirds vote and approval only in a general election and not a 
primary. Amended to include language on citizens’ ballot initiatives (see above). (HB 5) 

ONLINE RETAILERS (FAILED): Requires nearly all online retailers start collecting Florida sales taxes. Much 
of the money would be given away through tax cuts. (SB 1112) 

Transportation 

RED LIGHT CAMERAS (FAILED): Prohibits red light cameras from being used to ticket drivers. (HB 
6003 / SB 306) 

RIDE SHARES (PASSED): Allows Uber, Lyft and other ride share services to provide non-emergency trips 
to the hospital for Medicaid patients. (HB 411) 

ROAD MEMORIAL (FAILED): Names stretches of highways, roads and bridges after police officers killed 
in the line of duty and also a former state senator and Florida Power & light lobbyist Chris Smith. (HB 
295 / SB 100) 

TEXTING (PASSED): Makes driving while texting a primary offense, meaning law enforcement can stop 
motorists for just that offense. (HB 107) 

TOLL ROADS (PASSED): Extends the SunCoast Parkway from Tampa Bay to the Georgia border, a new 
corridor from Polk to Collier counties, and extend the Florida Turnpike west to connect to the SunCoast. 
(SB 7068) 

Utilities 

RENEWABLE ENERGY (FAILED): Directs state to develop unified statewide plan to generate state's 
energy from renewable sources by specified dates; requires state & public entities to cooperate as 
requested; provides plan requirements; requires office to submit plan & updates to Governor & 
Legislature. (HB 1291 / SB 1762) 

UNDERGROUND POWER LINES (PASSED): Creates a new process for utilities to pass along costs to 
customers for storm protection projects, such as installing underground power lines. (SB 796) 

 

 


